
Dear Friends, August 7, 2026
The Lord has been so good to our family and our ministry! This prayer letter is a little 
later than usual because we wanted to wait until after the 20th anniversary celebration 
of Light Baptist Church so we could share it with you. Looking back over these twenty 
years reminds us once again of God’s faithfulness. We are so thankful for His many 
blessings and for your faithful prayers and support that have made it possible for us to 
continue serving Him here in Thailand.

The anniversary service was a 
wonderful day! We were honored to 
have our pastor, Bro. Matthew 
Wilkerson, from Texas, and 
missionary, Bro. Ricky Salmon, from 
Bangkok, preach during the special 
service. The Lord blessed us with over 
90 people in attendance as we 
celebrated all that He has done over 
the past twenty years.

One of the greatest blessings of the anniversary was having three of our children, two 
son-in-laws, one daughter-in-law, and five grandchildren with us for the celebration. 
Looking back over these twenty years reminded us how much our family has sacrificed 
for the ministry. During the early years, all eight of our children faithfully served 
alongside us in countless ways. We thank the Lord for each of them and are grateful 
that so many could be with us to celebrate all that God has done.

Our pastor’s daughter, Hope 
Wilkerson, also came to visit with 
her dad. She was a tremendous 
blessing as she helped teach in our 
English classes during her stay.

As part of the anniversary 
celebration, we recognized many of 
our faithful church members who 
serve in different ministries 
throughout the church. We were 
thankful for the opportunity to 
present each of them with a small 

gift of appreciation. Looking back over twenty years reminds us that the Lord has built 
His church through the faithful service of many people, and we thank God for each 
one.

Two weeks ago, we experienced a very sad loss. One of Kristi’s students, who 
attended both her English classes at school and at church, was killed in a motorcycle 
accident along with his mother, who taught at one of the schools where Kristi teaches. 



They had visited our church several 
times, but neither had trusted Christ 
as Savior. Our hearts have been 
heavy as we grieve with their family 
and friends. Please pray that God 
will comfort those who are hurting. 
Please also pray that the Lord will 
give us wisdom as we seek to reach 
students and their families with the 
Gospel while there is still time.

We are also encouraged by what 
God is doing in our new church, 
Abundant Love Baptist Church, in Sukhothai. The church is beginning to grow. We now 
have two Christian men who are faithfully attending the services. We also have a father 
and his daughter who have been coming to some of the services and asking many 
questions about Christianity. It is encouraging to see their interest in God’s Word as 
they continue searching for answers. Please pray that the Lord will open their hearts 
and that they will trust Christ as their Savior.

We are also thankful for a group of 
young men from Light Baptist Church 
who faithfully help us pass out 
Gospel tracts near the new church 
each week. It is exciting to see them 
willing to invest their time in helping 
reach others with the Gospel.

Please continue to pray for our 
health. Richard has been struggling 
much more with the dizziness 
caused by Ménière’s disease. At 
times it has been very disabling and 

has caused him to fall several times. We are thankful that some new medication has 
helped, but we would appreciate your prayers for the Lord’s healing. Please continue to 
pray for healing for Kristi as well.

Thank you for faithfully praying for our family and our ministry. We know that none of 
this would be possible without faithful friends like you who pray, give, and stand with 
us. Thank you for having a part in what God is doing here in Thailand. May the Lord 
richly bless you!
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